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General Terms and Conditions for Accreditation and Certification of the Dutch Society for Diving
Medicine

Definitions:

In these general terms and conditions for accreditation and certification, the following is understood
to mean:

Dutch Society for Diving Medicine (DSDHM/NVD): the scientific society for diving and hyperbaric
medicine, registered with the Chamber of Commerce under number 40481721, with its statutory
seat in Utrecht.

Certification Agreement: all oral and/or written agreement(s) concluded by the DSDHM/NVD with a
diving physician concerning certification. Registering the diving physician for certification on an
DSDHM/NVD website implies that a certification agreement has been concluded.

Accreditation Agreement: all oral and/or written agreement(s) concerning accreditation concluded
by the DSDHM/NVD with a diving medical organization. Registering a diving medical organization for
accreditation on an DSDHM/NVD website implies that an accreditation agreement has been
concluded.

Diving Physician: the counterparty of the DSDHM/NVD when entering into the certification
agreement. A diving physician is understood to mean a physician recognized by the Dutch
government, holding a valid BIG registration, who is registered in the Netherlands as a diving
physician: Diving Physician A, Diving Physician B. It also includes physicians recognized by the Dutch
or a foreign government who are certified according to the criteria of the European Committee of
Hyperbaric Medicine (ECHM) — European Diving Technology Committee (EDTC) by the European
College of Baromedicine (ECB).

ECB Certifications:

Certification awarded by the European College of Baromedicine (ECB) in accordance with the
Standards of the ECHM-EDTC as published in the document “ECHM-EDTC Educational and Training
Standards for Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine 2011”, or subsequent updates. The certifications are:

MED: Medical Examiner of divers (level 1),
DMP: Diving Medicine Physician (level 2D),
HMP: Hyperbaric Medicine Physician (level 2H)

EDM/EHM/EDHM Expert in Diving Medicine / Expert in Hyperbaric Medicine / Expert in Diving and
Hyperbaric Medicine (level 3).

Diving medicine organization: an organization engaged in providing diving medicine courses and/or
training.

(Re)certification: training, examination, and all other activities, carried out by the DSDHM/NVD itself
or by third parties commissioned by the DSDHM/NVD in the context of certification or recertification
of a (diving) physician. (Re)certification entails (re)certification by the DSDHM/NVD on behalf of the
ECB.
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Accreditation: assessment of a course or training program for the purpose of diving medical
education for physicians and/or diving physicians by the DSDHM/NVD on behalf of the ECB.

Certification Client: the physician who wishes to be registered as a diving physician by or through the
DSDHM/NVD.

Accreditation Client: the organization that wishes to have a course or training accredited.

DSDHM/NVD Website: the website duikgeneeskunde.nl and/or any other website managed by the
DSDHM/NVD, for example duikkeuring.nl, duikartscertificering.nl or any other (future) DSDHM/NVD
website.

Article 1. Position of the DSDHM/NVD

The DSDHM/NVD is a training institution accredited by the ECB. This entails that the DSDHM/NVD
can provide training courses accredited by the ECB, and that the DSDHM/NVD is authorized to
accredit courses on behalf of the ECB.

Article 2. Scope of application and deviation

1. Scope of application: The conditions in this document apply to all assighnments accepted by the
DSDHM/NVD for accreditation and (re)certification, or any other activities related thereto.

2. Deviation: A deviation from these general terms and conditions is only valid if the DSDHM/NVD
has expressly agreed to it in writing.

Article 3. Regulations and Rules

The DSDHM/NVD has established a system of accreditation and (re)certification. The relevant
Regulations and Rules are listed on the DSDHM/NVD website. A Client for certification or
accreditation is deemed to have taken note of these and to agree to them.

Article 4. Costs

The DSDHM/NVD charges costs for (re)certification and accreditation. The costs of the various
activities are listed on the DSDHM/NVD website. A Client for certification or accreditation is deemed
to have taken note of these and to agree to them. Costs must be paid before the Client can
participate in accreditation or (re)certification activities. If the costs for accreditation or
(re)certification have not been paid, the accreditation will not be processed, or the (diving) physician
cannot be (re)certified. Costs for accreditation or certification cannot be refunded.

Article 5. Liability

1. The DSDHM/NVD is only liable for damages resulting from attributable shortcomings in the
execution of the accreditation and certification agreement with the Client, insofar as the
DSDHM/NVD is in default and the shortcoming(s) are the result of a failure to observe the diligence
and expertise that may be relied upon by the Accreditation Client or the Certification Client within
the framework of the agreement. The liability of the DSDHM/NVD for damages is limited to the
amount paid out by its insurer in a given case, with a maximum of 2 million euros.

2. Any potential claim for damages cannot be brought against the employee(s), the director(s), and
all persons who are or were employed by or for the DSDHM/NVD, whether in any other capacity or
with whom the DSDHM/NVD has entered into a partnership.

3. The DSDHM/NVD excludes liability for indirect damage and consequential damage.
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Article 6. File

1. The Client is obliged to make available to the DSDHM/NVD all documents that the DSDHM/NVD
deems necessary for the correct execution of the assigned task, in the desired form, in the desired
manner, and in a timely manner. The DSDHM/NVD determines what is to be understood by timely,
the desired form, and the desired manner.

2. The Client guarantees the accuracy, completeness, and reliability of the provided documents, even
if these originate from third parties, insofar as the nature of the assignment does not imply
otherwise.

3. The Client indemnifies the DSDHM/NVD against damage resulting from inaccurate or incomplete
documents. 4. By entering into the Certification Agreement, the (diving) physician agrees to the
DSDHM/NVD granting access to his (electronic) file, to the extent necessary for the provision of
optimal certification. The Data Subject explicitly consents to the processing of his personal data.
These personal data will be processed in a proper and careful manner in accordance with the
Personal Data Protection Act and the General Data Protection Regulation.

Article 7. Standards for (re)certification and accreditation

The DSDHM/NVD certifies or arranges for certification according to the standards of the ECHM-EDTC
as published in the document “ECHM-EDTC Educational and Training Standards for Diving and
Hyperbaric Medicine 2011”, or subsequent updates. This means that the DSDHM/NVD will certify (or
arrange for certification) as MED (level 1), DMP (level 2D), HMP (level 2H), or as Expert in Diving
Medicine / Expert in Hyperbaric Medicine / Expert in Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine (level 3).

The DSDHM/NVD accredits or arranges for accreditation according to the standards of the ECHM-
EDTC as published in the document “ECHM-EDTC Educational and Training Standards for Diving and
Hyperbaric Medicine 2011”, or subsequent updates.

Article 8. Final Responsibility for Certification

The final responsibility for issuing the relevant certificate and listing the (diving) physician in the
Register lies with the ECB (https://www.ecbm.eu/).

Article 9. Assessment of Continuing Education

Webinars, lectures, courses, and similar events organized by the DSDHM/NVD will be submitted for
assessment to, or to, the accrediting bodies of relevant scientific societies affiliated with the KNMG,
for registration in GAIA: Common Accreditation Internet Application.

Webinars, lectures, courses, and similar events not organized by the DSDHM/NVD will be submitted
for assessment to, or to, the accrediting bodies of relevant scientific societies affiliated with the
KNMG, if and to the extent that this has not already been done by the Client.

Accreditations for the ECB of webinars, lectures, courses, and similar events organized by the
DSDHM/NVD or the Client will be submitted for assessment to the independent Committee of
Experts of the DSDHM/NVD.

Article 10. Termination of Agreement

The DSDHM/NVD is authorized to terminate or suspend the Certification or Accreditation Agreement
if the Certification Client or Accreditation Client behaves improperly or unfairly towards the
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employees of the DSDHM/NVD and/or towards business relations of the DSDHM/NVD. In the event
of termination due to improper or unfair conduct, the Client is obliged, as a result of the early
termination, to reimburse the DSDHM/NVD for work performed and any costs incurred.

Article 11. Invoicing

The DSDHM/NVD invoices the costs of a (re)certification or accreditation activity to the Certification
Client or Accreditation Client. If the invoice has not been paid, the (re)certification or accreditation
will not be processed. The activities are exempt from VAT.

Article 12. Changes to Rates

The DSDHM/NVD reserves the right to change the rates for accreditation and (re)certification
activities without further notice.

Article 13. Suspension of payment
The Client's right to invoke set-off or suspension of payment is excluded.
Article 14. Applicable law and competent court

Dutch law applies to all agreements concluded between the DSDHM/NVD and the Client. Disputes
shall be settled by the competent court.

Article 15. Amend-up clause regarding nullities, etc.

If any provision of these general terms and conditions or of the underlying assignment should be
wholly or partially null and void and/or unenforceable, whether as a result of any statutory provision,
judicial decision, or otherwise, this shall have no effect whatsoever on the validity of all other
provisions of these general terms and conditions or the terms of the underlying assignment.

Originally adopted by the Board of the Dutch Society of Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine (DSDHM) on
10 March 2021. The revised version was adopted by the Board on 31 August 2026.



